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THE SAMPHIRE GATHERER'S STORY.

“It was here, sir, that Mr. Clements de-
seended. "’

* How fearful ! ’ I exclaimed, soareely ven-
turing to look down s precipice at least six
hundred feet d :

To repeat in a few wards what bad occupied
mearly an hour, and omitting his numerous
digressions, the samphire gatherer’s tale ran
thas :

At the cloge of the last century, he and his
father, samphire gatherers by trade, had as-
gisted in lewering one Mr. Clements down the
cliff ander rather extrasrdinary circumstances.
Mr. Clements was then ntnninLhome along
the downs {rom the then retired but now fash-
jopable town of , when he recognized a
boat a mile from the shore, strongly resembling
one in which his wife and sister were.in the
frequent habit of passing hours, in a little bay
or inlet of the sea near his house. He hastened
— “"ih b:;: .:lm-ﬁ back "t‘h T ':
their identity; to the spo
where he had first obuﬂz them, found, to
his extreme terror, that the boat had been de-
serted by its occupants, who had been seen
wandering on the rocks beneath the oliff. To
approach them by the sea, on either side, in
time to rescue them from their impending
denger, was impossible. The tide was rising
fast, their destruction seemed inevitable. In
this emergency, the samphire gatherers were
thought of and sought for; and, declining all
their offers, Clements inststed upen descend-
ing the c¢liff, in hope of placing his wife and
sister upon some rock or spot wgeu they might
remain ip safety till the arrival of the bouts
from ——. Thaus far had the samphire gath-
erer got to his ztory, which he was rciating te
me as we strolled along the oliffs, when he
paused, as I have already mentioned above,
and pointed to the spot where Mr. Clements
descended.

Following his example, and saking a seat on
the grass near him, the old man continued his
tale. I giveit in his own werds:

Well, sir, when we found we could not per-
suade him to let one of us go down in his place,
father, as usual, secured a crowbar into the
earth, a few feet from the edge of the cliff,
and then, twiniog the rope once around it in
order to give us a steadier hold on Mr. Clem-
ents, fastened it under his arms. We then
made him change his coat for one of our frocks,
such as you see the common people wear in
these parts; and taught him bow to put his
feot steadily agninet the sides of the clif—asit
were thus; and made him take the rope in his
hands just above the knet, and told him to lean
oGt as jar as he ibly could, and to work
downwards with his teet and look up, and keep
a lookout for the stones and rubbish which the
yone might disledge. We told him all this,
gir, and bade him not be frightened at the
bird:. as they would not barm him; the sun
had se’, sir. and they always made a horrible
screeching if you go down the cliffs after they
had gone to ~oost; and that if he altered his
mind and wished to come back, he had only
to give the rope a couple of pulis asd we'd
haul him back. *No, no,’ said Mr. Clements,
* there’s no necessity for that. When I get to
the bottom wait for a quarter of an hour; if at
the end of that time I give no signal for you
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fast, and the ladiescheered each other with the
hope that they should escape. Fortdnately,
the darkness of the cave prevented their dis-
covering the hight to which the water usually
rose

‘“As you might imagine, Mr. Clements was
some time before he recovered his senses. His
wife was kneeMug beside him, chafing his
brows,when her sister, starting up, called her
attention to the repe by which he had descend-
ed. We were ing it up; and he shook his
head asit disappeared over the arch of the
cavern. Well he knew how useless it would
be for them to use it. ‘It matters not,’ said
he; ‘they (mreaning us) have gone to —. We
shall have boats here soon ; we are quite safe,’
and so on; endeavoring te keep their spirits
up, while he well knew that in the darkness

e chances were that the boat would never

find the cave.

“Two sir—two long hours—passed in
this way, and Mr. Olements had up ail
hope. The water kept rising and rising, until
at last the waves broke at their feet, and each
instant threatened their destrustion. The la-
dies were almost dead with oold and fear,when
& large, heavy, Duteh-built boat—you don’t
see such now, sir — swept, with lcmal{ a
sound, under the arch into the cave, her
prow coming close upon the spot where Mr,
Clements and the ladies were. They did not
see her until they were within the cavern;
and no wonder, for the oars were muffled, and
those who were in her were silent as the grave.
It was part of the cargo of a French smuggler
lying & few miles off, that her orew, assis
by some fishermen, were about to 1and, aud
they had taken shelter in a cavern, having
been alarmed by the approach of a boat up the
coast. Fortunate was it that Mr. Clements
}:renntod them from ealling out for assistance
or them—"’

““ Why I should have thought that in such a
moment—""

‘ Not they, sir, not they; and Mr. Clements
knew it. Despcrate men like them would have
left the Q)or things to drown, or have murdered
them. No; Mr. Clements knew better. He
tried a last and dangerous chance, but it was
his only ome. While the men had their heads
turned to the opening of the cavern. watching
the boat pass, the sight of which had driven
thom into it, he li the ladies Eontly in the
bow of the boat. They couldn’t hear him for
the noise of the waves; there was plenty of
room for them, and he drew & sail over them,
and was just going to step in himself, when
one of the men turned, and he had only time
to conceal himself under the bows of the boat
before she was again moving slowly out of the
cave, with, as her crew little suspected, the
addition of two their number since she had
entered it.

‘‘They went about a quarter of a mile down
under the cliff, and landed a boy, who disap-
peared like a flash up the rocks. A dead
silence emsued; no one ventured to speak; the
men rested on their oars, and the boat gently
rose and sank on the waves. Atlast the silence
was broken; something dark was hurled down
the cliff, at a sbort distance from the boat. It
fell heavily on the rocks. *God forgive him,
he’s tossed him over,’ said one of the men.
And so it was. Thbe poer man on the lookout

to pull me ap, you will know that the ladies s asleep near the top of the cliff, and we

are safe, and then make what haste you can
and get & boat from ——. I am ready now,’
says he in a faint voice. and his teeth all the
while chatteriog with fear. Never was a man
8o frightened as he was at that moment. Well,
sir, father and I once more lifted the rope, and
Mr. Clements leaned back over the edge of
edge of the clif Down he went, and we soon
lost ;}‘;ht of him.

** Working with his fest, as father had told
bim, we slowly supplying the rope as he re-
quired it, he moved safely down for a bit, then
Lie rested on a jutting rock. All this time he
kept his eyes on the sky. Pressing cautiously
with his feet against the chalk, his ¥ at al-
most triangles with the oliff, his hands grasp-
ing the rope or sheltering his face from the
shower of stones and dirt which it dislodged.
He had got about a hundred feet from the top,
when, saddenly slipping from the cliff, bis
chest and face were thrown violently against
it. He endeavored to regain his footing against
the rocks, and in so doing broke through a res-
olution be had formed, and locked beneath
him. It was rare sight, that, for the first ime.
Weil do I remember how my head swam as I
looked at the water far, far below; and the
waves that one could see, but not hear, they
broke over the singles. Presence of mind, on
which he bad so vaunted himseif, where was it
now ?  He was about to pull the rope, but he
thought of his poor wife and sister, and that was
enough. On ke went. To regain a footing was
impossible. Father and I kept gradually
lowering the rope; and with his face to the
cliff, his hands outstretched, ocatching at each
object as he ; enveloped in a shower of
stenes and chalk, while he had not thestrength
to avoid; grasping and panting for breath, poor
Mr. Clewents siided down for another bundred
tfest. Here the cliff arched inwarde, forming
an immense hollow, like yonder rock, sir: and
swingiog to and fro, and round and round, as
it were between heaven and earth, down he
went. Atone moment the wide ocean met his
dizzy gaze; and at anotber, flocks of startled
birds flew around his head, uttering their shrill
and angry cries. Agaip, sir, he found himself
sliding down against the side of the cliff, his
flesh all sore and torg, and his body and arms
in absolute t orture from the pressure of the
rope. Agsin, in agony, be made a frantic ef-
fort to gain a footing; but in 0 doing, fastened
one of bis legs in & narrow fissure or opening in
the rock. Vain was the struggle to release it.
gir, Mr. Clements was either too weak and
faint, or the limb too firmly secured in the
rock. All his efforts were useless; and I shud-
der at t:; buoplrnulk:iion while I tell it, we
countinued supplying the ro Hanging b
the leg, head downwards, thcl: he lay;‘tihe‘em{
morants and wews flitting around him and

i ? in bis frightful shrieks.

** Horrible  was he long thus?”’
there 'ﬁ f 1;1111.“‘“”l be s -
was no or upon the rope, and
ing from what had ocour-
red. we raised iL a few feet and released Mr.
Clements from his painful sitoation. From
that moment he told me he was unconscious as
to whether he was
until he heard his name in a faint voice.
. Wehad lowered him over

y

the rope; a thrill of joy ran th his veins
as he found an unexpected :“'I:m a rock,
concealed by waves, in about three feet of wa-
ter; the depth around for the present mattered
not. He remained for a few moments motion-
less on the rock. His name was n oalled;
the sound came from the interior of the cave.

* Extricating himself from the rope, he made
an effort to "El.h::‘ﬁnnd that he had wore
strength than thought; swam forward
through the darkness of the cavern; he strug-

led—sank—rose agein—heard his name called

and nearer—and one more effort—felt

the sand, the swooth sand, under his feet—

staggered forward—reeled, and fell exhausted
into the arms of bis wife."’

‘““ And his sister?”’

*“ The ladies were both there, sir The cave
was ahout fifty feet in depth, slo upwards
towards the back, and partly filled with woeds,
stones and sand  Here Mrs. Clements and her

i

often hear of these men rolling off in their
sleep. There's always a reason for it, sir.
They were going to land their cargo, when they
heard a gun in the offing, from one of the
king’s cutters. The alarm had been given.
Not a moment was to be lost; and straining
every nerve, they bore out to sea.

““ They were about two miles from the shore
when some of the men declared it was a lost
job, and that they could go no further. Mrs
Clements was quite senseless from cold and
exhaastion, but ber sister listened osgorly tu
what the men ssid. They had some angry
words, but the meaning of their conversation
she could not understand. There was a little
boat astern of the larger one, which they drew
to it and entered one by one, the last man call-
ing out as he stepped in, ‘now, boys, pull for
your lives; they’ll make after us on finding
they've lost their prize.”’

“The boat had disappeared in the surround-
ing darkness before the terrified lady compre-
hended all; and then, in a moment, tho fright-
ful truth flashed upon .her. The devils had
scutyed the boat and it was rinking fast. She
uttered one prayer, and turned to kiss her
sleeping sister, when Mr. Clement's voice
sounded almost at her side. There he was in
the sawe little pleagure boat which had been
the cause of -J’ their misfortunes. He had
Jjust time to lift the ladies from the boat and
get clear of her when she went down. The
revenue cutter came up and took tbhem aboard
all safe; but many months passed before Mrs.
Clements recovered from the event of that
dreadful night "

“What became of Mr. Clements when they
left him in the cave’””

““Held on to the boat for a few moments, till
they got outside, and then swam to the recks,
where he found his little pleasure boat, and
entering it followed in the wake of the larger
vessel, and was thus in time to save the lives
of his wife and sister.

‘“The sun is setting, sir,”” added the samphire
gatherer, touching his hat to me; I must be
‘Oinf bomeward. Mayhap when you are
strol iuf, one of these days, on the rocks below
you will look at the cavernwhere Mr. Clem-
ents found his wife. You can imagine better
than I can describe what pust hav.e‘llnon their
feelings in such a place and at such a time.
Good evening, sir."’

THE Deeiox vpoN THR CariTaL . —[t seems to
be well established thatan important feature of
the secession movement s the selzure of the
National Capital. The Counspirators are quite
right in supposing that the possession of the seat
of Government would give them a igious
advan in the consummation of their schemes.
Gov. Wise is generally regarded as the author of
the project, which was originally devised for the
contingency of Premont’s election in 16856. Since
that time the organization has been extended and
r’w. Mioute-men have been enlisted in

irginia and land, and large bodies of Bal-
timore roughs rowdlies have been secured for
the cowp d’etat when the moment for its execution
arrives. The military command of the en ise
is underetood to be in the bands of the
Texan Ranger, Major Ben McCulloch, who bas
beea for sowme time busy in the enroliment of his
forces, the secrete drill of such squads who could
be drilled without fear of detection, and the
survey and exainination of the City with refer-
enoe to judicious ts of attack, and of subse-
quent sgainsta northern invasion. The
period which has been fixed for the actual emact-

thus far obtained publicly; facts enough,
ever, to put all ont heir gaurd. and prob-
ably to the whole schemne.—N. ¥ Times.
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READ THE FOLLOWING FROM THE
well known Captain of the Steamer Fulton:

NEw ORLEANA, 3d Oot., 1853,
Dr. J. C. Aysry, Lowell.—=ir: |am urged by my
wiie to report to yon a oure vour Harsaparilia has
made in cur family,and as it 18 the oniy way in
which we can make you any acknowledgzement of
our gratification, I will proceed t» state. My little
son, eleven years old, bas had Ser fuia sores on
his ears, neok and arms for five years were
much of tt.e time very distressing. and we fesrad
they wounld kill him. At first a swelling would ap-
pear, then it wou!d break and make a :unmnﬁ sOTe,
which would not heal, They became very loath-
som- and often painfal; they ltnrpod his growth
and seemed to undermine hie health, 2o that he be-
eame feoble and sickly. We tried Physicians and
icines, but they did no good. A clergrman in
our neighborhood, who had seen some remarkable
oures by your Cherrv Pectoral, advised us to try
your Rarcaparilia,. and we did. ‘T'he smallest sores
showed symptoms of healing 1n about two wasks;
in two more they had heaied, and in two months
the child was as well a5 anybody. He now enjoys
perf-ct health, with no remnant of the disorder
about him that wa can discover. If you, sir,are s
arant, you may weil believe that we gcall not soon
fnr[ﬂ yull,
Very truly, your humble servant,
dno. W. Bates,
Prepared hy DR.J.C.AYER & CO., Lowell, Mass.
de 21 solm
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tion and oontimued liheral expenditures to give sat-
ixfaotien to all, and thus renews his invitation te
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